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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS ; 

yl. An active matrix liquid crystal display (LCD) device 
Comprising first and second transparent substrates, liquid crystal 
sandwiched between said first transparent substrate and said 
second transparent substrate, said ^ first transparent substrate 
incmding a plurality of pixel elements arranged in a matrix, each 
of saia pixel elements defining a pixel area for image display and 
havingy a thin film transistor (TFT) and a pixel electrode 
connected to a drain of said TFT^ a plurality of scanning lines 
each conhected to gates of said TFTs in a corresponding row of 
said pixel elements, a plurality of signal lines each connected to a 
source of said TFTs in a corresponding column of said pixel 
elements, and a common electrode having an electrode portion 
disposed for each of said pixel elements in association with said 
pixel electrode, one of said first transparent substrate and said 
second transparent substrate including a black matrix for 
covering an area other than said pixel area as viewed in a first 
direction perpendicular to said first and second substrates, said 
electrode portion of said coimnon electrode encircling said pixel 
area as viewed in skid first direyB^n. 

2. The active matrix LCD device as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said black matrix overlaps substantially all of said scanning lines 
and said signal lines asVviewed in said first direction. 
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\3- The active matrix LCD device as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said black matrix overlaps substantially all of said scanning lines 
and first portions of said signal lines as viewed in said first 
direction. _ 

4. The active matrix LCD device as defined in claim 3, wherein 
said common electrode overlaps substantially all of portions 
other tftan said first portions of said signal lines. 

5. The active matrix LCD device as defined in claim 1, said 
black matrix overlaps an outer periphery of said electrode portion 
of said common electrode encircling said pixel area and exposes 
an inner peqphery of said electrode portion, as viewed in said 

5 first directionX 



6. The active matrix LCD device as defined in claim 1^ wherein 
said black mato^ is electrically connected to said common 
electrode. 

7, The active matrix LCD |is defined in claim 1, wherein said 
electrode portion fiirtjier incltrdes a central stripe in said pixel 
area. 



8. An active matrix Vliquid crystal display (LCD) device 
comprising first and second transparent substrates^ liquid crystal 
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idwiched between said first transparent substrate and said 
se\;ond transparent substrate, said first transparent . substrate 
including a plurality of pixel elements arranged in a matrix, each 
of skid pixel elements defining a pixel area for image-display and 
haviAe a thin film transistor (TFT) and a pixel elecffode 
conneked to a drain of said TFT, a plurality of scanning lines 
each CGainected to gates of said TFTs in a corresponding row of 
10 said pix^ elements, a plurality of signal lines each connected to a 
source olRsaid TFTs in a corresponding column of said pixel 
elements, and a common electrode having an electrode portion 
disposed for each of said pixel elements in association with said 
pixel electroVie, one of said first transparent substrate and said 
15 second transparent ^^^^stt^te including a black matrix for 
covenng an aftea other than said pixel area as viewed in a first 
direction perpendicular to said fiirst and second substrates, said 
black matrix b\ing electrically connected to said common 
electrode. 
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